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FOP President’s Message

Over the last month, we had the opportunity to carry on the mission of fraternal-
ism. The FOP’s law enforcement support team trailer was deployed to Indiana,
where the SWAT team conducted training for several days. Then the FOP was
able to provide breakfast and refreshments to more than 60 officers from all over
Hamilton County who worked to make the Hudy 14K a safe and successful event.

Once again, the FOP and CPD Honor Guard laid wreaths at two of our fallen of-
ficers’ graves on significant anniversaries. Detective Walter Hart was murdered
while trying to interrupt an aggravated robbery on 9/19/55, 70 years ago. Po-
lice Officer Kevin Crayon was murdered after confronting a juvenile whom he
believed was too young to be driving a car. The juvenile fled, dragging Officer
Crayon down Colerain Avenue. He was eventually dislodged from the vehicle,
and his body struck another car, killing him. That occurred on 9/1/00, 25 years
ago. Thank you to the Honor Guard for your commitment to remembering our
fallen officers.

Last year, the FOP created a nonprofit named Cops Caring For Cops. It has been
officially recognized as a 501(c)(3) by the federal government. Its mission is to
provide financial support for active officers battling cancer. On October 26th,
Cops Caring For Cops will be hosting the 2nd Annual 5K at Spring Grove Cem-
etery. Registration begins at 7:00 a.m., and the race will take off at 8:30 a.m.
Come support a very important cause.

Finally, the FOP will be presenting its unfair labor practice regarding the com-
munity responders. If you have any incidents that are noteworthy, please email
me the CAD numbers at president@fop69.org. Thanks for all you do to keep
Cincinnati safe!

Fraternally,
Ken Kober

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS:

President Ken Kober — 513-283-3219 (CALL FIRST)
1st Vice President Don Meece — 513-607-5408

2nd Vice President Sean Woods — 513-919-1091



POLICE RETIREES NEWS

By Mike Bolte

Retirees for Cincinnati and Hamilton County Officers
Meet the First Monday of the month and begins at 1900
hours. Due to the holiday, there will be no meeting on Oc-
tober 6, 2025. Call Michelle at the FOP Hall, 513-381-2550,
to join IF you are not a member.

Luncheons and Breakfasts

All LEO Retirees, Active Officers and Supporters are
encouraged to come and have breakfast and/or lunch at
these events.

West Side: The West Side luncheon at Triple Cats is the 2nd
Wednesday and LAST Wednesday of each month. Both are
in Harrison and start at noon. The West Side breakfast is
EVERY Saturday at Price Hill Chili in the Garden Room
and starts at 0800 hrs.

East Side: The East Side L-18 Luncheon is always at the
Anderson Pub & Grill at Beechmont/Nagel. The luncheon
will be on October 14th. The East Side Saturday breakfast
is at the Country Inn located at 910 Ohio Pike, Amelia, Ohio
and starts at 8 am.

2025 FOP LEOSA Qualifications

Please contact Carl Rauschenberger by email or by cell
phone for information: carler272@yahoo.com or 513-325-
8022. Certification course is at the Fairfield Sportsmans
Assoc., 6501 River Rd. There is a $5 guest fee, and a $40
charge for the qualification with 1 or 2 guns. The dates for
training are flexible.

Recent Retirements:

Scott Beasley  Eric Vogelpohl  Regina Scott

Anthony White Lesa Baker Kellyanne Best

Greater Cincinnati Police Historical Society and The
Shield

The Greater Cincinnati Police Historical Society and the
Shield are always accepting donations. If you are a member
of the Cincinnati Police Federal Credit Union, you can fill
out a form and make a monthly donation to one or both. It is
easy and tax deductible.

CPD Florida Reunion 2026

The CPD Florida Reunion February the 24-26, 2026. It will
be held again at Red Lions, Lake Buena Vista, 5150 W. Irlo
Bronson Memorial Highway, Kissimmee, Florida 34746.
To book a room, contact is Eliza Quinones, Head of Sales,
or Salha @ 407-997-3224. They have king rooms poolside
or 2 queens rooms available at the same price as last year
- $85 a night plus taxes. They also have pet rooms which
are $85 a night plus an additional $35 a night plus taxes for
bringing a pet. If you are thinking or planning to attend next
year’s reunion, please book a room ASAP!

We are trying to lock down as many rooms as possible at this
time. If you came this year (2025), you are already booked
for next year with same amount of days. This saves time of
you having to call in. If you can’t make it, let me know and
we will cancel your room. We can also change days or add
days to your reservation. Their policy is you have 72 hours
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before your arrival to cancel your room if you can’t make
it, without any charges. The fee for the Socials remains the
same - $35 per person.

A check or cash needs to be sent to me, in my name:

Sandy Vickers

10790 Autumnridge Dr

Independence, Ky 41051

Sorry, I do not do Venmo or other things like that. Cell num-
ber is 813-382-7171 or home 859-359-0128.

For those golfing, it will be at Kissimmee Bay February
24th and 25th. Tee times will be both days at 10:00 am
(please make sure you pay attention to the start up time,
since it has changed). Golf and range balls are $55 each
paid at Pro Shop. 12 miles from Red Lions Hotel. Bar is
open till 6pm.

From CIliff Bell: The upcoming Buckethead’s (6507 Har-
rison Avenue) beginning at Noon:

November 10, 2025 — Veteran’s Day

The FOP Retiree’s Meeting is on October 6th.

The Regular FOP Meeting is on October 27th.

L-18 EASTSIDE LUNCHEON John Burke

The L-18 Eastside Luncheon got off to the usual start as John
Burke honored the faithfully departed. The quiz followed
soon after, though someone couldn’t resist pointing out that
the questions were “too hard.”

Tim Schoch was in attendance and made it known that he
prefers Jimmy Brown as the photo guy. Did that hurt my
feelings? Not at all—being with this group, it’s best not to
have feelings anyway!

As always, APG provided excellent service, and the
afternoon turned out to be another fun and memorable get-
together with a great group of friends.

Make sure to call the FOP Hall at (513) 381-2550
to notify them of a death of a retired police officer.

Please remember to call Michelle Comarata
at (513) 381-2550 if you have moved, have gotten
married or divorced, have added a child/dependent,
and also to check or update your death beneficiaries.




LABOR DAY LAW ENFORCEMENT
LUNCHEON AT BUCKETHEADS

Jim Brown

Labor Day, being a Federal Holiday,
can mean only one thing — the annual |
Labor Day Law Enforcement Luncheon
at Bucketheads. By my count (and as
you know, I’m never wrong), we had
67 Sisters, Brothers, and Supporters of
Law Enforcement in attendance.

Bucketheads once again served up great food, and the staff
did an excellent job throughout the day. Stories and shared
memories were plentiful, and the smiles and laughter were
priceless.

Looking ahead, mark your calendars: Monday, November
10, our Law Enforcement Brothers and Sisters will gather to
salute all U.S. Military Veterans and celebrate the birthdate
of the United States Marine Corps.

Bring your stories and memories from the good old days
and join us for the LE Veterans Day Holiday Luncheon at
Bucketheads. Attendees begin arriving at 11:15 a.m.

IN MEMORIAM Greater Cincinnati Police Museum

Lieutenant Lawrence Edward “Larry” Handorf
Larry was born on January 19, 1944. He
was appointed to the Cincinnati Police
Department on March 12, 1967. He was
promoted to Sergeant on November 3,
1981, and to Lieutenant on February 16,
1986. Throughout his tenure, he served in Districts 1, 4,
5, Regional Enforcement Narcotics Unit, Personnel Section
and Operations Bureau. He retired on September 6, 1986,
with 19 years of service to the City of Cincinnati. Lieutenant
Handorf died on September 9, 2025 at the age of 81.

© 2025 — All rights reserved to the Greater Cincinnati Police
Museum

NEVER
FORGET

Police Officer Walter Williams
EOW: October 17, 1951

FOPA OFFICER OF THE MONTH
Jackie Metz

On Wednesday, August 6, 2025, Police Officer Edward
“Tim” Bedinghaus, P31, responded to a very serious auto
accident on Columbia Parkway. Officer Bedinghaus was the
first officer on the scene and found a seven-year-old boy
lying in the street unresponsive. Officer Bedinghaus imme-
diately began CPR and was able to get a pulse before the
Cincinnati Fire Department arrived. CFD Life Squad imme-
diately transported the juvenile to Children’s Hospital. The
boy is presently in serious condition, but still alive due to
the quick action of Officer Bedinghaus. Officer Bedinghaus
is to be commended for his quick response and attention to

duty.

21ST ANNUAL BLUE MASS
HONORING FIRST RESPONDERS

On Sunday, September 28, 2025, family, friends and
supporters of Law Enforcement and Fire Fighters were
in attendance at the Saint Peter in Chains Cathedral for
the Celebration of the Blue Mass. Fire Fighters, Law
Enforcement Officers and Deputies from Cincinnati and
Hamilton County were remembered and honored for their
service and sacrifice. To all of my Brothers and Sisters in
Law Enforcement and Fire Fighting, thank you for your
Service, Dedication, Professionalism, and Sacrifice. God
Bless You All and STAY SAFE.

[ ] m L .

PS

SUNDAY OCTOBER, 26
@ SPRING GROVE CEMETERY
REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 7




COMMUNICATIONS COUNSEL

Ryan Stubenrauch / Jamieson Gordon

This month’s crisis communications in the news comes
from Pauls Valley, Oklahoma. There was a death in Decem-
ber, and the Pauls Valley Police Department (PVPD) subse-
quently released a statement. Here’s what they said:

On Thursday, November 28, 2024, Officers from the Pauls
Valley Police Department responded to a report of an unat-
tended death in the 400 block of South Pecan. Upon arrival,
our Officers conducted a thorough investigation alongside
medical personnel. At this time, there is no evidence to sug-
gest foul play was involved in this tragic event.

Our thoughts are with the family and friends of the deceased
during this difficult time. We want to assure the community
that we take all incidents of this nature seriously and are
committed to conducting a full and fair investigation to de-
termine the circumstances surrounding this death.

We ask the public to respect the privacy of those affected
and refrain from speculating on the details of this open in-
vestigation. Anyone with additional information is encour-
aged to contact the Pauls Valley Police Department at (4035)
238-5531.

This is a pretty decent statement overall.

The first thing we noticed was the “unattended death” phrase.
While those in law enforcement know what that means, the
average person may have never heard that before. They may
be able to take a guess, but it’s a best practice to drop any-
thing that could be seen as jargon by non-law enforcement
folks.

We like that they included a reminder of their mission to
take all incidents seriously along with a full commitment to
fair investigations. It was also a good move to ask the public
to refrain from speculation at the end.

Here’s how we would rewrite it for PVPD:

On Thursday, November 28, 2024, Pauls Valley Police De-
partment (PVPD) officers and medical personnel responded
to reports of a death on South Pecan. At this time, there is
no evidence to suggest foul play was involved.

Loss of life is always a tragedy, and our hearts are heavy
for the family and friends of the individual who passed. We
want to assure the community that PVPD is committed to
pursuing truth and justice with a full investigation into the
circumstances of this death and any other crimes in Pauls
Valley.

We ask the public to refrain from rumors and to respect the
privacy of those affected by this loss. If you have any in-
formation about this incident, please call PVPD at (405)
238-5531.

If you are notified to respond to Internal or CGCA,
please notify Michelle at the FOP Hall to schedule

a rep. Please give them as much notice as possible.

Ohio House Bill 96: Certification
Rules for Peace Officers Returning
After a Break in Service

Steve Lazarus, Esq. ¢ Lazarus Law, LLC
SteveLazarus@hllmlaw.com « (513) 607-4455

In September 2025, Ohio House Bill 96 will take effect,
making significant changes to the law governing peace offi-
cer certification following a break in service. Previously, of-
ficers who had been out of service for more than four years
were required to complete the entire basic training acad-
emy again, even if they had already been certified through
OPOTC. This requirement created a barrier for experienced
officers seeking to return to law enforcement and often dis-
couraged agencies from rehiring individuals who had other-
wise valuable training and service experience.

HB 96 eliminates the requirement to attend a basic academy
solely due to a break in service. Under the new law, an of-
ficer’s certification does not expire because of time away;
rather, the certificate becomes inactive until it is renewed.
Officers who completed basic training and received certifi-
cation will not lose that certification unless a formal decerti-
fication event occurs. To return to duty, however, they must
complete mandatory refresher training before performing
any peace officer functions.

The amount of refresher training depends on the length of
the break in service. Officers who have been away between
one and four years are now required to complete forty hours
of refresher training. Those who have been out of service
for four years or more must complete eighty hours. This
marks a shift from the prior system, which allowed a one-
year grace period for officers to complete training after be-
ing reappointed. That grace period has now been effectively
repealed. Instead, the training must be completed before
resuming any law enforcement duties, though agencies still
have discretion in appointing officers who have been out of
service.

To streamline the process, the refresher training will be as-
sessed within the course itself, eliminating the need for sep-
arate testing at independent facilities. OPOTA is currently
developing the curriculum for these courses, which will
serve as advanced training tailored to returning experienced
officers back in the field as efficiently as possible. Because
demand for these courses is expected to be high, OPOTC
has advised agencies to plan ahead and register early once
offerings are available.

Legal Lesson Learned: Law enforcement agencies should
take note that under HB 96, an officer’s certification does
not lapse simply because of a break in service. Instead,
agencies must ensure that officers complete the required
forty or eighty hours of refresher training before resuming
duty. With these changes, agencies will have greater flex-
ibility to reappoint experienced officers, but careful plan-
ning will be necessary to remain in compliance with the
new requirements.



CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS & BY-LAWS REVISIONS

Constitution and Bylaws proposed amendments

Below are the proposed amendments that have been submitted. We will be voting on them at the November meeting.
ARTICLE IlI

Membership

1.3 Classes of Membership: There shall be two (2) classes of membership, Active and Honorary:

Active:

Membership in the Queen City Lodge No. 69, Fraternal Order of Police, shall consist of Police Officers of the City of Cincinnati,
State of Ohio, and such other police officers as may be invited to membership, consisting of full-time regular police officers who
are employed by the government of the United States, the State of Ohio, or its subdivisions, to perform police work in said State
of Ohio, or persons who have been honorably retired from such employment because of length of service er-disability,
honorably resigned with vested length of service or those former Police Officers who have been laid off and have not
refused recalls from the City and are therefore eligible for re-employment by the City as Police Officers at any time, but not
including persons who have ceased to perform police work for any other reason. No person shall be denied membership on
account of race, creed, color or sex.

Submitted by Greg Toyeas

ARTICLE V

Dues

Section 4 Lifetime member dues

41 Any member who retires for length of service twenty-five (25 years), or who has honorably resigned with vested

length of service or a disability shall be offered a lifetime membership, including lifetime membership for the Retired Officers'
Organization, for a one-time payment of three hundred and fifty dollars ($350.00).

Submitted by Greg Toyeas

Section 4 Lifetime member dues

4.1 Any member who retires for length of service twenty-five (25 years) or disability shall be offered a lifetime membership,
including lifetime membership for the Retired Officers' Organization, for a one-time payment of three-hundred-and-fifty-dolars
{$350.00).———four hundred and fifty dollars-($450.00).

This was submitted by Eric Vogelpohl as a result of the National passing the per capita increase.

If both are passed 4.1 will be as follows:

4.1 Any member who retires for length of service twenty-five (25 years), or who has honorably resigned with vested length
of service or a disability shall be offered a lifetime membership, including lifetime membership for the Retired Officers'
Organization, for a one-time payment of four hundred and fifty dollars ($450.00).

ARTICLE XI

Duties of Officers

Section 9 Outer Guard

9.1 The Outer Guard shall guard the door of the Lodge room from intrusion, collect the password at the door and guard
against unlawful entry by any person or persons seeking admission to the Lodge. The Outer Guard must be at each regular
meeting 30 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. Notification must be made to the President prior to the start of the
meeting if they are unable to attend. Besides the duties herein described, the Outer Guard shall serve at the direction of the
President. Expenses of the Outer Guard shall be $0.

Section 10 Inner Guard

10.1 The Inner Guard shall keep an accurate record of individual members attending each meeting and shall provide the
Recording Secretary with a record thereof at the end of each meeting. The Inner Guard must be at each regular meeting 30
minutes prior to the start of the meeting. Notification must be made to the President prior to the start of the meeting if
they are unable to attend. Besides the duties herein described, the Inner Guard shall serve at the direction of the President.
Expenses of the Inner Guard shall be $0.

Submitted by Ken Kober

ARTICLE XII

Conduct of Business

Section 3 Meeting location and time

3.1 The regular membership meeting shall be held on the fourth Monday of each month and shall start promptly at 7:30- to
be determined by the executive board at the beginning of the year. The meeting date of the regular membership may be
changed for good cause at a regular membership meeting where a majority of the members in attendance vote in the affirmative
to change the meeting date and/or time.

3.2 There shall be one (1) Executive Board Meeting each month and it shall start promptly at 7:38-to be determined by the
executive board at the beginning of the year. Notwithstanding the above, in the event of a state of emergency declared by the
Governor of Ohio or the Mayor of Cincinnati that makes the Executive Board meetings impractical, the Executive Board may
hold such meetings remotely by phone or other methods that allow the Executive Board to participate.

Submitted by Charles Bell



9th DISTRICT TRUSTEE Jon Halusek

The House this week passed several bills which have been
sent to the senate. These Bills all dealt with policing in the
District of Columbia.

The House passed H.R. 3486, the “Stop Illegal Entry Act,”
on a 226-197 vote. The FOP supported this bill which now
heads to the Senate for further consideration.

The Senate passed S.725, the “Enhancing First Response
Act,” by unanimous consent. The bill now heads to the
House for consideration.

President Yoes is also calling for the Congress to pass the
Protect and Serve Act as a result of another attack on our
officers in Northern York County.

The Protect and Serve Act is a proposed federal bill that
would create new federal crime for knowingly causing
serious bodily injury to a law enforcement officer. Versions
of'this legislation have been introduced multiple times in the
U.S. Congress, most recently in 2025. The current versions
of the bill, H.R. 1551 and S. 167, have not yet become law.

Current status (119th Congress, 2025-2026)

H.R. 1551: Introduced in the House on February 25, 2025,
by Representative John Rutherford (R-FL) and a bipartisan
group of cosponsors. It has been referred to the House
Committee on the Judiciary. As of September 2025, it
remains in the early stages of the legislative process.

S. 167: Introduced in the Senate on January 21, 2025, by
Senator Thom Tillis (R-NC). It was referred to the Senate
Committee on the Judiciary.

Key provisions:
The bill proposes a new federal offense that includes:

10 years in prison: For anyone who willfully causes serious
bodily injury to a law enforcement officer.

Life imprisonment: If the offense results in the officer’s
death, or if it involves kidnapping or attempted murder.

Federal jurisdiction: It would apply to federal law
enforcement and to state and local officers if the offense
involves interstate commerce.

Attorney General certification: In most cases involving
local and state officers, the U.S. Attorney General would
need to certify that a federal prosecution is in the public
interest.

This bill is sitting in the House Committee on the
Judiciary, it currently has 91 Cosponsors in total and 6 of
the cosponsors are from Ohio Troy Baldson, Max Miller,
Mike Carney, Michael Rulli, Greg Landsman, and Michael
Turner. Missing from Ohio David Taylor, Joyce Beatty,
Jim Jordan, Bob Latta, Warren Davidson, Marcy Kaptur,
Shontel Brown, Emilia Sykes, and David Joyce.

Both Senators Bernie Moreno and Jon Husted both have
cosponsored S-167.
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You may ask why this is important. Well, it’s simple, you
hear all of the above how they support law and order and
how they support you, make them show you and call them
to cosponsor this bill. Most importantly if the Bill makes it
to the floor, then we will need their vote.

This year 66 Officers have been killed in the line of duty.
Please watch each other and cover over. As I have said
many times, one is too many.

\ S 5
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ROLL CALL

LET'S BE CAREFUL OUI. THERE, Brent Eve

4th Annual Battle of the Badges: Another Win for
CPD! — CPD Facebook Page

On Saturday, September 13th, your Cincinnati Police
Department brought home another victory in the COPFCU
Battle of the Badges Softball Game!

The day was filled with friendly competition, community
spirit, and plenty of fun - all while supporting a great cause.
We’re proud to continue this tradition, using the game to
raise funds for charitable donations that make an impact
right here in our community.

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who came out to support
both teams, cheer us on, and help make this event possible.
Your encouragement reminds us that we serve in more ways
than one.




Harvest Home Parade — CPD Facebook Page

CPD was honored to take part in the Harvest Home Parade
this year! It’s always great connecting with neighbors across
Greater Cincinnati and celebrating community traditions
together.

Police & Fire Night at Great American Ball Park —
CPD Facebook Page

The Cincinnati Police Department extends our heartfelt
thanks to the Cincinnati Reds for hosting another incredible
Police & Fire Night at Great American Ball Park on
September 3rd.

It was a memorable evening celebrating the men and women
who serve and protect our city - and we were especially
proud to see Sergeant Kemme take the mound to throw the
ceremonial first pitch and officially kick off the game!

Moments like these mean so much to our department and our
families, and we are truly grateful to the Reds organization
for their continued support of Cincinnati’s first responders.

JWINGS
) rines

9/11 Memorial Breakfast at Lytle Park Hotel - FOP 69
Facebook Page

On September 11th, the Lytle Park Hotel graciously hosted
members of the Cincinnati Police Department and Cincinnati
Fire Department for a memorial breakfast in remembrance
of the sacrifices made by first responders on 9/11.

Their hospitality and support were deeply appreciated as we
came together to honor the lives lost and the courage shown
on that day.
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Wednesday, October 29th

Capital City FOP Lodge #9
6800 Schrock Hill Court, Columhus, OH

9:30 a.m. Registration
10:00 a.m. Opening Remarks
Shari Robertson, FOP State Lodge Sergeant at Arms
10:15 a.m. Leading From Where You Are **
Monica Moll, Assistant Vice-President of Public Safety
The Ohio State University
11:15 a.m. Legal Update: Protecting Women Officers -
Pregnancy, FMLA, and ADA Rights **
Gwen Callender, Chief Counsel, FOP of Ohio
Jess Franken, Assistant Chief Counsel, FOP of Qhio
12:15 p.m. Lunch - Provided
1:00 p.m. Real Stories from the Line: Women in Critical Incidents
loan Bauer, Retired LEO
Lt. April Redick, Columbus Police Department
2:45 p.m. Break
3:00 p.m. Critical Incident Stress Management Awareness **
Deirdre Delong, Director
FOP of Ohio Critical Incident Response Service
4:00 p.m. Closing Remarks
Shari Robertson

RSVP by October 20th to
Denise Young, DYoung@fopohio.org

** Classes are pending CPT approval
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Fall Vehicle Loan Special - 1% Off Current Rates

We've lowered all vehicle loan rates by 1% for a limited
time only. Whether you're buying new, refinancing, or
purchasing your lease, a COPFCU vehicle loan can put
you in the driver’s seat with more savings this fall.

@ Cars & Trucks from 5.24% APR* a

@ Recreational Vehicles from 7.24% APR* 1 00 O/O
@ Purchase, refinance or lease buyout °® OFF
© Fast processing with same-day eSigning REGULAR RATES

@ Save up to an additional -0.50% with Rewards Plus

APPLY TODAY! @
copfcu.com | 513.381.2677

*Annual Percentage Rates (APRs) quoted are available for members with a credit score of 720+ financing a titled car or truck for up to 76 months or a boat, motorcycle, RV,
camper, UTV, or ATV for up to 60 months. **Higher financing terms available. Actual rates may vary based on creditworthiness. Rates and terms are subject to change
without notice. Offer is not valid on existing COPFCU loans. Additional terms and conditions may apply. Offer available for a limited time only. Speak with a loan officer for full
details. Federally insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Lender.




