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Meeting Dates & Events

Fri., May 3 
Awards Dinner

Mon., May 6 
Retiree’s Meeting

Tue., May 7 
FOPA Meeting

Wed., May 8 
West Side Luncheon at Triple Cats

Mon., May 13 
Executive Board Meeting

Tue., May 14 
East Side L-18 Luncheon at APG

Fri., May 17 
Memorial Parade

Mon., May 20 
Regular FOP Meeting

Tue., May 21 
APC

Mon., May 27 
Memorial Day; Office Closed

Wed., May 29 
West Side Luncheon at Triple Cats

Thur., June 6 
FOP Picnic

Last month was a busy month for the FOP. We hosted bag pipers at the FOP hall for 
opening day. The group included folks from New York, New Jersey, Indianapolis and, of 
course, a fine group from Hamilton County.

This year alone, The Shield has been very active assisting members of this lodge in need. 
Even if you haven’t done so already, I strongly suggest considering contributing to them. 
They are a wonderful organization. Visit their website at theshieldohio.com for more 
information.

The broken windows theory states that visible signs of crime, anti-social behavior, and 
civil disorder create an urban environment that encourages further crime and disorder, 
including serious crimes. 

We are living this very theory in Cincinnati. We have elected officials who don’t want 
vehicles with 30, 40 or 50 delinquent parking tickets towed. To make things worse, of-
ficers are now required to contact the city prosecutor’s office if they have charges they 
DON’T want dismissed and, finally, we have a juvenile court “unofficial” docket that is 
kept secret from the public where charges virtually disappear. Officers, it’s imperative 
you weigh the risk of taking enforcement action against the blind dismissal from the 
courts and what could be an impending CCA or internal complaint. Be smart, be safe and 
always do what’s right by the citizens we serve.

Fraternally,
Ken Kober
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Retirees for Cincinnati and Hamilton County Officers 
Meet the First Monday of the Month and begin at 1900 
hrs and will be on May 6, 2024. Call Michelle at the FOP 
Hall, 513-381-2550, to join IF you are not a member.
Luncheons and Breakfasts
All LEO Retirees, Active Officers and Supporters are 
encouraged to come and have breakfast and/or lunch at 
these events.
West Side: The West Side luncheon at Triple Cats is the 2nd 
Wednesday and LAST Wednesday of each month. Both are 
in Harrison and start at noon. The West Side breakfast is 
EVERY Saturday at Price Hill Chili in the Garden Room 
and starts at 0800 hrs.
East Side: The East Side L-18 Luncheon is always at the 
Anderson Pub & Grill at Beechmont/Nagel. The luncheon 
is at noon on Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The East Side Satur-
day breakfast is at the Country Inn located at 910 Ohio Pike, 
Amelia, Ohio and starts at 8 am.
Westside Holiday Club
Cliff Bell and Dave Reinhardt had their largest attendance 
of Law Enforcement Family and Friends at Bucketheads on 
March 18! State Representative Cindy Abrams was in at-
tendance and presented a proclamation from the Statehouse 
to Stacie Huellemeier for her career of public service, which 
included her leadership, professionalism, and dedication 
to duty.  The event also included an appearance by Steve 
Watts performing his bagpipes! Don’t miss the next events 
at Bucketheads at 12:00: Monday, May 27 is the date for 
the Memorial Day LE Luncheon and Monday, July 1 for 
Independence Day.

2024 FOP LEOSA Qualifications
Please contact Carl Rauschenberger by email or by cell 
phone for information: carler272@yahoo.com or 513-325-
8022. Certification course is at the Fairfield Sportsmans 
Assoc., 6501 River Rd. There is a $5 guest fee, and a $40 
charge for the qualification with 1 or 2 guns. The dates for 
training are flexible.

Recent Retirements:
Doug Frazier   Steve Saunders    Joe Briede    Amy Moore      
Dwayne Dawson    Dana Jones    Eric Davis    Lewis Egner    
David Landesberg    Mark Kelley
Greater Cincinnati Police Historical Society and The 
Shield
The Greater Cincinnati Police Historical Society and the 
Shield are always accepting donations. If you are a member 
of the Cincinnati Police Federal Credit Union, you can fill 
out a form and make a monthly donation to one or both. It is 
easy and tax deductible.
Florida 2024 Police Reunion Recap:
Another CPD Florida Reunion is in the 
books! For 2024, Dave Lundy once again 
took home the championship trophy for the 
golf outing. We had over 80 attendees enjoy-
ing the festivities for the main events at Red 
Lions. Thank you, Sandy Vickers, for your 
15th year of organizing and coordinating this 
wonderful time!

Florida 2025 Police Reunion Information:
Dates are February 25, 26 and 27, 2025. Red Lions Lake 
Buena Vista, 5150 W. Irlo Bronson Memorial Highway, 
Kissimmee, Florida 34746.
Our contact is Elisa Quinones or her assistant, Salha. Tell 
them you are with the Cincinnati Police Reunion. The 
phone number to call is 407-997-3224.
Prices of the rooms are: King Rooms and 2 Queen Rooms 
are $85 plus tax a night; Executive Suites and Jr. Suites are 
$115 plus tax a night.
The FOP Retirees Meeting is on May 6th.  
The Regular FOP Meeting is on May 20th.

Make sure to call the FOP Hall at (513) 381-2550 
to notify them of a death of a retired police officer.

Police Retirees News
By Mike Bolte & Harry Roberts

NEVER FORGET
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The April FOPA was held on Tues-
day, April 2. Police Officer Amanda 
Johnson was honored. Sgt. George 
Jason nominated Officer Johnson 
for the award for her actions related 
to a fatal traffic crash that occurred 
on September 23, 2023. 
The fatal crash involved a pedestrian and two dogs that 
were struck and killed. Traffic Unit Lieutenant Van Horn 
contacted the Night Chief seeking assistance in finding a 
means to preserve the remains of the deceased dogs so they 
could be recovered by family members following notifica-
tion. The Night Chief contacted Officer Johnson, who was 
off duty, for assistance. Officer Johnson was able to identify 
an emergency veterinary clinic that was open and willing 
to assist, due to the circumstances. The dogs’ remains were 
transported to the clinic for preservation. 
The following day, the dogs’ owner contacted Lt. Van Horn 
expressing her gratitude for the ability to recover the re-
mains of her dogs. Officer Amanda Johnson went above and 
beyond in assisting Traffic Unit with this unique request. 
Thank you for your outstanding commitment to service!

FOPA OFFICER OF THE MONTH 
Jackie Metz

L-18 EASTSIDE LUNCHEON  John Burke
Saw some faces at the April L-18 Eastside Luncheon freshly 
back from Florida that made up the 75 in attendance. Tons of 
fun, great food, service, and networking was accomplished! 
Hope you can join us on May 14th for the next scheduled 
get together!

               F.O.P.                

FAMILY PICNIC 
Thursday June 6, 2024 

at 
Strickers Grove 

Gates open at 4:30 p.m. 
Food served starting at 5:00 p.m.     

Rides start at 6:00 p.m. 
Costs $2.00 5-12 $5.00 13-Adult 

NO PARTIES!  
FOP 69 & FOPA MEMBERS ONLY 

Any questions call Michelle 513-381-2550 
 

Members are responsible for the 
conduct of family members they bring. 

MEMBERS MUST BE PRESENT! 
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In this month’s crisis communications in the news, we make 
our way to Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts where a car pursuit 
ended with a submerged car. 
Here’s the statement  the police in Oak Bluffs put out fol-
lowing the incident:
The Oak Bluffs Fire-EMS Department responded Thursday, 
April 11th, 2024, at 9:27PM at the request of Oak Bluffs Po-
lice Department for a report of a vehicle submerged with an 
occupant in the water at the Steamship Authority Terminal.
Before Fire and EMS Personnel arrived on the scene, the 
vehicle intentionally rammed an Oak Bluffs Police cruis-
er occupied by Sergeant Wiggin and a subsequent pursuit 
through town ensued. The vehicle then proceeded to elude 
law enforcement, breached the locked gate of the Steamship 
Authority Terminal, traveled down the wooden pier, and 
launched into the ocean.
The joint response effort was immediate and effective. The 
Oak Bluffs Fire-EMS Department’s Dive Team was activat-
ed; 2 Fire apparatuses, 1 ALS Ambulance, 1 EMS vehicle, a 
Rehab Unit responded; and 567 Marine Unit was promptly 
deployed, with both Fire and Police Personnel onboard, to 
provide critical assistance.
Oak Bluffs Fire, EMS, Police as well as Massachusetts State 
Police personnel secured the scene and provided necessary 
scene lighting. The sole occupant/driver of the submerged 
vehicle managed to self-extricate but encountered difficulty 
swimming to safety.
The individual was spotted by Oak Bluffs Fire and Police 
Personnel, swam to the end of the concrete dolphin on the 
left side of the slip, climbed a ladder, and reached the pier.
Oak Bluffs Police and Fire personnel were able to safely 
rescue the individual and bring them aboard the Marine 
Unit, where Oak Bluffs Police Officers took the individual 
into custody.
The individual was subsequently transported by Oak Bluffs 
EMS Personnel to Martha’s Vineyard Hospital for non-life-
threatening injuries sustained during the incident.
The response efforts were further bolstered by the presence 
of Massachusetts State Police on scene. The Oak Bluffs 
Harbor Master, Oak Bluffs Shellfish Department, Steamship 
Authority, United States Coast Guard and Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection, were duly noti-
fied of the situation.
This statement is too long and detailed. While some details 
are necessary, we don’t need to know the exact amount of 
ambulances or hear the step-by-step narrative on how the 
car ended up in the water.
Here’s how we would revise it:
Oak Bluffs Fire, EMS, and police promptly responded to 
a pursuit that ended with the suspect’s car in the ocean on 
April 11th. The suspect intentionally hit an Oak Bluffs po-

COMMUNICATIONS COUNSEL
Ryan Stubenrauch / Jamieson Gordon

Cincinnati Police Sergeant Raymond Dean Smith, Jr.
Ray joined the Cincinnati Police Division on March 2, 1980, 
as a Police Recruit as part of the 64th Police Academy. On 
September 14, 1980, he was promoted to Police Officer, 
issued Badge 212, and assigned to District 3. A year 
later, he was rotated to District 4. Five years later, Officer 
Smith transferred to District 2 and became their Crime 
Prevention Officer. On April 14, 1991, he was promoted to 
Police Specialist and issued Badge PS-117. Later that year, 
his brother Thomas Smith, was also promoted to Police 
Specialist. 
On March 7, 1993, he was promoted to Police Sergeant, 
issued Badge S-132, and assigned back to District 3. Later 
that year, his brother was promoted to Sergeant. In 1994, he 
was rotated back to District 4. On May 10, 1995, Sergeant 
Smith received a Police Appreciation Award during Police 
Week for his Contributions to Law Enforcement. On May 
8, 2000, he was honored with the Ohio Crime Prevention 
Association’s prestigious Michael Blankenship Member 
Service Award. On March 18, 2001, Sergeant Smith accepted 
a staff position in Planning Section. 
Sergeant Smith retired on December 4, 2004, after almost 36 
years of service to his country and communities. 
Sergeant Smith died in his sleep on April 27, 2024, two days 
before his 78th birthday. He is survived by his wife, Beverly; 
twin brothers, retired Cincinnati Police Sergeant Thomas D. 
Smith and retired Cincinnati Firefighter, Timothy Smith; and 
sister, Nancy. 
Our thoughts and prayers go out this his family and friends.
© 2024 – All rights reserved to the Greater Cincinnati Police 
Museum

IN MEMORIAM  Greater Cincinnati Police Museum

lice vehicle and fled, prompting a pursuit through town and 
into the Steamship Authority Terminal where the vehicle 
ended up submerged in the ocean.
Oak Bluffs first responders along with Massachusetts State 
Police secured the area and rescued the suspect from the 
water. The suspect was then taken into custody and sent 
to Martha’s Vineyard Hospital to be treated for non-life-
threatening injuries from the accident.
We are grateful for the quick and effective collaboration and 
response by Oak Bluffs Police, Fire, EMS, and the State Po-
lice. While the suspect is considered innocent until proven 
guilty, we will seek justice for anyone who puts our commu-
nity at risk by breaking the law. Please contact Oak Bluffs 
Police Department if you have any additional information 
on the alleged crimes or suspect.
See how our version cuts the length in half and excludes 
many of the unnecessary details. The reader still under-
stands the basics of what happened without getting bogged 
down in the specifics. 
We also added a more general statement at the end show-
ing appreciation to first responders, reminding folks that we 
will seek justice, and asking them to share information if 
they have any.
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On March 18, 2024, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Sixth Circuit issued a decision affirming the decision of the 
Southern District of Ohio. The case arose after the district 
court dismissed a complaint by a Dispatcher-Data Entry 
Specialist (“DDES”) who sued their employer for viola-
tions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”) and 
the Family Medical Leave Act (“FMLA”) after the employ-
er rejected the DDES’s request to cease dispatch duties due 
to the DDES’s bipolar disorder. The Court of Appeals ruled 
that dismissal was proper because dispatch duties are an es-
sential function of the DDES position. 
The case came to the Court of Appeals after the Licking 
County Sheriff’s Office (“LCSO”) promoted a dispatcher 
to the DDES position following one year of service as a 
dispatcher. The DDES’s duties included primarily entering 
warrants and protective orders into the LCSO system, but the 
DDES was expected to perform basic dispatch duties when 
required. Upon promotion, the LCSO removed the DDES 
from the dispatcher schedule and hired a replacement. After 
starting the new position, other dispatchers ceased entering 
warrants and civil protection orders, as it was primarily the 
DDES’s responsibility. For approximately eight months, the 
DDES spent eight hours a day entering warrants and protec-
tion orders, but their desk remained in the radio room with 
other dispatchers to assist with calls when needed. 
During COVID-19, the LCSO moved the DDES from the 
first shift to third shift. Following the stress induced by 
COVID-19 in the workplace, the DDES suffered a severe 
bipolar episode that warranted extended leave. The DDES 
informed the LCSO of their health issues and submitted 
FMLA paperwork to obtain leave. After the leave expired 
on July 28, 2020, the DDES submitted a fitness-for-duty 
packet, but was only cleared for data entry work, restricting 
the DDES from working the third shift or performing dis-
patch duties. During COVID-19, the demand for data entry 
was low and the only available vacancies required dispatch-
ing. On July 31, 2020, the LCSO rejected the DDES’s re-
quest and notified them that they were not permitted to re-
turn to work until their physician released them to perform 
dispatch duties. Further, because the DDES did not request 
unpaid leave of absence after the rejection and applied for 
unemployment benefits, the LCSO believed that the DDES 
had abandoned the position and terminated employment. 
Following the rejection of the request, the DDES sued un-
der the ADA and FMLA. 
The question on appeal was whether dispatch duties were 
an essential function of the DDES position. The district 
court held that dispatch duties were an essential function 
of the DDES position, and that the DDES was not a quali-
fied individual under the ADA; thus not entitling the DDES 

Dispatcher and Data Entry Clerk with Bipolar Disorder Who Cannot  
Perform Duties as Dispatcher Does Not Qualify for ADA or FMLA

Steve Lazarus, Esq.  •  Lazarus & Lawson, LLC  •  SteveLazarus@hllmlaw.com  •  (513) 607-4455

to ADA or FMLA protections. The Sixth Circuit Court of 
Appeals ultimately agreed, holding that the DDES’s claims 
failed because they were not released by their physician to 
perform the essential functions of the position at the end 
of FMLA leave. The LCSO did not deny any benefits the 
DDES would have otherwise been entitled to. 
Legal Lesson Learned: An employee seeking accommo-
dations must still be able to perform the essential functions 
of the job to qualify under the ADA and FMLA.

The Police Memorial is just three weeks away on Friday, 
May 17th and I strongly encourage you to attend. Over the 
last 10 years on the Honor Guard, I’ve learned the common 
thread at the dozens of funerals I’ve attended is the family’s 
extreme appreciation to the Department for sending us to 
honor their loved one. 
You may be aware that the Police Memorial is attended by 
several surviving families of officers killed in the line of 
duty. If you want to know who they are, just look for them 
being escorted by an Honor Guard member. It’s our way of 
showing the family that their loved one is not forgotten. Af-
ter such a tragedy, we always say they’ll never be forgotten 
and attending the Police Memorial is a way to put words 
into action by SHOWING the families that their loved one 
is remembered and cherished.
This year marks the 50th anniversary of Patrolman David 
Cole being killed in the line of duty. His widow, Cheryl, has 
been attending the Memorial for several years and will do 
so again this year. I can’t think of a better way to demon-
strate love and gratitude for the sacrifice of our fallen offi-
cers and their families than to have the strongest attendance 
at the Memorial yet. 
I’m merely asking for each of you to sacrifice just a few 
hours out of the year to collectively show our CPD survi-
vors that whether it was 9 years ago or 50 years ago, they 
and their fallen officers are never, ever forgotten. Please at-
tend the Police Memorial on May 17th.
Respectfully,
Lieutenant David Sprague
Honor Guard Commander

ANNUAL POLICE MEMORIAL PARADE
Dave Sprague

Please remember to call Michelle Comarata 
at (513) 381-2550 if you have moved, have gotten  

married or divorced, have added a child/dependent,  
and also to check or update your death beneficiaries.
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The Ohio Day on the Hill was held April 9th and 10th. Sean 
Woods, Ryan Jones, and I attended the meetings. We had 
meetings scheduled with Cecil Thomas, Cindy Abrams, Bill 
Seitz, Sedrick Denson, Rachel Baker and Jessia Miranda. We 
only met with Cecil Thomas, Cindy Abrams and the Aid to 
Rachel Baker. Bill Seitz cancelled his meeting, Sedrick Denson 
failed to show, and his aid wanted nothing to do with any of 
the material we were to leave with them, and we were able 
to leave the material with Jessica Miranda. Jessica Miranda is 
no longer a congressperson; she is now the Hamilton County 
Auditor.
The issues discussed were HB 308 Post Traumatic Stress bill, 
which would require the Bureau of Workers Compensation to 
cover post-traumatic stress (PTS) without an accompanying 
injury. Recreational Marijuana in Ohio HB 86 would create a 
new regional training center. This bill would centralize training 
which we already have in London, Ohio and would use $45 to 
$50 million dollars which could be used for other services. 
Drug and Human Trafficking HB 230 would increase the 
penalties for these crimes to a first-degree felony. Also, Ohio 
is ranked 7th in the nation for fatal drug overdoses. This bill 
would increase the penalties and change the quantities required 
for trafficking in cocaine, fentanyl-related compounds, heroin, 
and methamphetamine.

9th DISTRICT TRUSTEE  Jon Halusek Ohio HB 296 and 94 Pension Issues - this bill seeks to end the 
disparity between police and firefighter employer contributions 
to the Ohio Pension Fund. The bill incrementally raises the 
employer contribution from 19.5% to 24% over four years. 
Ending the disparity will shore up OP&F and create fairness 
between uniformed services.
Ohio HB 51 Public Safety - this bill would stop all local law 
enforcement agencies from working with our federal law 
enforcement partners and if passed could fine the agency up 
to $50,000 if they do. This bill also BANS hiring anyone who 
enforces federal gun laws in Ohio. An Air Force Security 
Forces member stationed at Wright-Patterson AFB could not 
become a Law Enforcement Officer in Ohio.  
We also attended the State of the State Adress held by Governor 
Mike Dewine. The Governor focused most of his address on 
issues for children in education, health, mental health, glasses, 
and hearing aids for those who require them. He also touched a 
bit on gun violence and that he has a task force of State Troopers 
who can assist to stop this problem. The Governor stated that 
the new Distracted Driving laws have prevented 3,600 crashes 
and prevented 17 deaths. The Governor also wants to make not 
wearing a seatbelt a primary offense. 
Windfall Elimination Provision & Government Pension Offset 
House Committee on Ways and Means Chairman Jason Smith 
(MO-08) and Social Security Subcommittee Chairman Drew 
Ferguson (GA-03) announced that the Subcommittee on Social 
Security will hold a hearing to examine Social Security’s 
Windfall Elimination Provision and Government Pension 
Offset, their intended purpose, shortcomings, and alternatives. 
The hearing will take place on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at 3:00 
PM in the Sam Johnson Room located in 2020 Rayburn House 
Office Building.
This year 38 Officers have been killed in the line of duty, 
please watch each other, and cover over, as I have said many 
times one is too many.

EEaasstteerrnn  HHaammiillttoonn  CCoouunnttyy  FFOOPP  
LLooddggee  7744 

FFaalllleenn  OOffffiicceerr  GGoollff  OOuuttiinngg 

Eastern Hamilton County FOP Lodge 74 

Fallen Officer Golf Outing 
May 10, 2024 8:30 a.m. Registration - Shotgun Start 10:00 a.m. 
Fairfield Greens Golf Course, Fairfield, Ohio 

The Eastern Hamilton County FOP Lodge 74 Will host a golf Outing on Friday, 
May 10, 2024 with a shotgun start at 10:00 a.m. Proceeds will go to support the 
FOP Lodge 74 scholarship Fund. 

The golf outing event is for everyone. Participants will enjoy food, hole prizes, 
and various raffle events & prizes. Join us for a great day of golf and support a 
great cause. 

Event details: 

• 10:00 a.m. shotgun start
• 4-person scramble
• $100.00 per person fee
• Dinner to follow
• Prizes awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd p l a c e finishers

Sign-up 

• Deadline for sign-up: May 1, 2024
• Register at Eastern Hamilton County FOP Lodge 74 or mail in attached 

form
• Make checks payable to Eastern Hamilton County FOP Lodge 74
• Contact Rich Krummen 513-563-9761 email: FOPLodge74VP@gmail.com 

www.foplodge74.com 

Some retirees may receive a Benefits and Wellness Check 
form from OP&F.
A mailing went out this spring to approximately 1,500 
OP&F retirees to help protect them from fraud. The Con-
firmation of Benefits and Wellness Check form is meant to 
ensure retirees – especially older members – continue to re-
ceive their benefits as intended. The form was sent primari-
ly to older retirees or those living outside the U.S. If a mem-
ber receives this form, they are required to complete and 
sign it in the presence of a notary. The completed form will 
certify that the person named in the document is currently 
living and should continue to receive their OP&F benefits. 
So far, OP&F has learned of several member deaths that 
were unreported. While most funeral homes automatically 
notify Social Security of a person’s death, there is no simi-
lar process in place for members of OP&F. We currently 
rely, in part, on a member’s family to notify us and provide 
the proper documentation. It is imperative that OP&F have 
correct mailing information for members, especially for 
important tax information that is sent to retirees annually. 
In particular, snowbirds who spend the winter months in a 
different location should ensure their address information is 
correct at all times. A change of address form is available 
at op-f.org, or it can be updated online using Member Self-
Serve at op-f.org.
I contacted OPF and it was told to me that this will be mailed 
out to members who are 85-86 this year. Next year the letter 
will be mailed out to members who are 87-88-89.  Members 
who are 90 and older were taken care of last year.

OPF INFO FOR WELLNESS CHECK
D. Mitchell
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Chief Speaks to UC Criminal Justice Society - PIO 
Facebook Page
On Thursday, April 11, Chief Theetge was invited by 
members of the University of Cincinnati’s Criminal 
Justice Society to speak at their meeting. Chief Theetge, 
Capt. Richardson, Lt. Mitsch, and other officers shared 
information on a variety of opportunities within the 
Cincinnati Police Department. Members of CPD also ran 
into a few celebrities after the meeting!

ROLL CALL
Doug & Bobbi Utecht 

2024 Rotary Club Awards - PIO Facebook Page
Congratulations to our officers who received the following 
awards: 
The Hero Award: Officer Benjamin Farwick
The Valor Award: Officers Jonathan Kane, Johanna Smith, 
Jacob Wloszek, Amir Urici, and Robin White
The Career Enhancement Award: Lt. Col. Aaron Jones

Ohio State Lodge Spring Board Meeting - Cincinnati 
Queen City Lodge #69 Facebook Page
The last weekend in April, Queen City Lodge #69 hosted 
the Ohio State Lodge Spring Board meeting. It was a great 
event hosting leaders from all over the state to conduct 
business for the FOP.
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